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According to Politico, there are eight key swing states in play in 2020: Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Quite a few of the states in the rust belt Trump won 
in 2016 by razor thin margins. Whether he can pull it off again is questionable. Mark Halperin has a different 
take, narrowing it down to different yet similar six swing states (from Heraclitean Fire on twitter): 
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Trump’s path to victory is best explained by Mark Halperin — Trump absolutely HAS TO win the 
Significant Six: 


Florida 

North Carolina 
lowa 

Georgia 

Texas 

Ohio 


If Biden wins EVEN ONE of these six states the race is over. We could know this right on election night 
if it happens. But if Trump wins all six—which he must—he STILL has to win: Pennsylvania. And EVEN 
AFTER THAT, he needs at least one more. This could be: 


Arizona or Nevada (more likely). Michigan or Wisconsin or Minnesota (less likely). Maine-2 & 
Nebraska-2 (would result in a 269-269 tie). If Biden wins one of the Significant Six, the race is over. 


But if Trump wins all six plus Pennsylvania, the race goes into overtime, and you might have to wait 
days or weeks before knowing the results. Is all of this possible? Yes, but not likely. 


The Wallstreet Journal just now released polling showing Biden is ahead of Trump in national polling yet the 
battleground states are narrowing. Many factors are in play, including mail in voting, Covid and the electoral 
college. National polling is meaningless without understanding the states themselves. In conclusion, let’s 
look at five key promises Trump made in 2016 and whether he has fulfilled them (from NYT): 
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Build a Wall and Make Mexico Pay for It — However, all but 16 miles of the new barriers replace or 
reinforce existing structures. 


Appoint Conservative Judges — Mr. Trump has defended his right to do so, arguing that elections 
have consequences. 


Repeal and Replace the Affordable Care Act — Mr. Trump’s supporters do not fault him for failing to 
dismantle the signature achievement of former President Barack Obama. 


Cutting Taxes — While most Americans got a tax cut, high earners received 60 percent of the total tax 
savings. That’s somewhat at odds with the promise made in Mr. Trump’s “contract with the American 
voter” that the “largest tax reductions are for the middle class” — and a fact not lost to some 


supporters. 


Renegotiate Trade Deals — He has delivered on those promises. He withdrew from the T.P-P. in his 
first days in office. He waged a trade war with China and slapped tariffs on numerous imports, leaving 
American consumers to bear the financial brunt. He signed the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, which included significant changes but also an array of simple updates of the 25-year-old 
Nafta. Though some experts are skeptical that Mr. Trump’s trade policies have been economically 
beneficial — with the conservative Tax Foundation estimating that the tariffs have brought in revenue, 
but reduced wages, gross domestic product and job growth — supporters have been delighted. 


So let’s rate this overall, with five points total: on the Wall (0.1 points), on judges (1 point), on healthcare (0 
points), on taxes (0.4 points), and on trade (0.5 points). Count it up to a grand total of 2 points. This is fairly 
generous, given that trade has not been beneficial to the middle class, but he did renegotiate. All in all, 
Trump is a failure on his signature campaign promises. The only real accomplishment was on the judiciary 
and Jeb! could’ve done that. 


Links 


Electoral college: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/10/24/election-2020-what- 
electoral-college-who-picks-president/3734507001/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/SMPx1 


Electoral thread: https://twitter.com/usatodayDC/status/1321849273546235905 
Archive: https://archive.vn/FYall 


Politico swing states: https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/02/swing-states-2020-presidential-election- 
433350 
Archive: https://archive.vn/3Uv0Z 


Politico thread: https://twitter.com/politico/status/1323268342589915136 
Archive: https://archive.vn/laQBw 


3/4 


Premature victory: https://www.axios.com/trump-claim-election-victory-ballots-97eb12b9-5e35-402f-9ea3- 
Occfb47f613f.html! 
Archive: https://archive.vn/srRkc 


Lawyers: https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/trump-begins-rally-blitz-playing-hits-lamenting- 
cold-n1245691 
Archive: https://archive.vn/Y2NCb 


WSJ polling: https://www.wsj.com/articles/president-trump-trails-joe-biden-by-10-points-nationally-in-final- 
days-of-election-11604239200 
Archive: https://archive.vn/7XMnl 


Broken promises: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/31/us/politics/trump-first-term-promises.html 
Archive: https://archive.vn/yvuQv 


NYT thread: https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1322957852206575628 
Archive: https://archive.vn/oF 71x 


Vote count: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/27/upshot/election-results-timing.html 
Archive: https://archive.vn/71m5j 


Halperin summary: https://twitter.com/heraclitean11/status/1322363686980362240 
Archive: https://archive.vn/KOQMz 


Halperin article: https://markhalperin.substack.com/p/oh-trump-has-a-path-or-two-or-three 
Archive: https://archive.vn/asbbV 


4/4 


